
Councilor Report: ACS National Meeting & Exposition 

Abby O’Connor 

Trenton ACS councilor, Abby O’Connor, traveled to San Diego, California for the Hybrid ACS 
National Meeting & Exposition, March 20th-24nd, 2022. The Councilor attended the virtual council 
meeting on March 23, virtual Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) board meeting on March 25 and 
the virtual District III caucus on March 21.  

Abby is the recently appointed councilor for the Trenton local section. Abby attended the virtual 
new Councilor training prior to attending the meeting. Abby presented two technical presentations in 
the Division of Inorganic Chemistry and had two students presenting research in the Division of 
Inorganic poster session. We celebrated the National Award in Undergraduate Research going to Chip 
Nataro at Lafayette College. Four other Trenton local section board members, Levi Ekanger, Joe Macor, 
Benny Chan, and Rebecca Hunter attended the meeting. The theme of the meeting was bonding 
through chemistry, and it certainly was great to bond with people in person again at meetings as we 
emerge from the pandemic. We all enjoyed catching up with colleagues and friends that we haven’t 
seen in years. Attendees enjoyed technical sessions, social events, and governance activities. Abby 
attended the WCC Just Cocktails social where she was introduced to members of the WCC. In addition, 
she learned about several of the committees by attending presentations during the meeting.  

At the meeting of the MARM board we reviewed the future MARM meetings including the final 
planning for the upcoming MARM sponsored by our local section. The MARM board was impressed with 
the number of abstracts (~700) that have received to present at the MARM in June 2022. In addition, we 
discussed the diversity of topics and fundraising efforts of the Trenton local section. The MARM board 
meeting will meet on June 4th in person at the MARM meeting. The MARM board also went through the 
new webpage design and requested members to review and share feedback with Jennifer McCulley. 
There will be a nanoMARM in 2023 hosted by the New York section. The MARM board received a bid 
package from the central Pennsylvania section to host the 2024 MARM at Penn State that was 
approved. The board has tentative plans for North Jersey to host MARM 2025 and MARM 2026 will be 
hosted by Lehigh Valley and Susquehanna. 

In the District III Caucus meeting, we learned that inclusivity language is being added to the ACS 
style guide. The ACS Center for Lab Safety is an online portal that can be used for training, guidance, and 
education. 

Abby attended Council Meeting on Wednesday, March 23rd. At this meeting, Councilors voted to 
select two candidates for ACS President Elect and discussed and voted on several petitions brought to 
the Council. The Council selected Mary Carroll and Rigoberto Hernandez as the candidates for President-
Elect. The candidates for Director at Large for 2023-2025 are Milly Delgado, Malika Jeffries-El, Willy E. 
Lynch, and Ellene Tratras Contis. Ballots will be sent to Councilors for voting by 10/1. The first petition, 
which passed, was amendment of the duties for the Committee on Chemists with Disabilities to change 
the term “students” to “persons” to be more inclusive to allow more people to participate in events and 
meetings. In addition, the Council approved the continuation of the Committee on Chemists with 



Disabilities after a review of the society committee. A new International Chemical Sciences Chapter was 
approved in Switzerland. The Committee on Budget and Finance had a petition, which was approved, to 
change the basis for developing the pool of allotments for local sections and technical divisions and 
elimination the connection between dues revenue and C&EN. The resource pool will now be funded by 
a quasi-endowment established by the ACS. The Council approved the extension of the International 
Dues Program based on the World Bank Country Income Levels. The Council approved a name change 
for the Division of Carbohydrate Chemistry (CARB) to the Division of Carbohydrate Chemistry & 
Chemical Glycobiology, which is effective January 1, 2023. MAC will remove spousal discount from 
membership packages as it was not utilized, but the other packages will be maintained. The ACS is also 
supporting chemists in Ukraine, but some Councilors wished to see more support for displaced chemists 
from Ukraine. The Fall 2022 Council meeting in Chicago will be hybrid as the pilot conducted in San 
Diego was successful. These and other Council activities are captured below in the Councilor Talking 
Points: 



 





 





 



 


