
Councilor Report: ACS National Meeting & Exposition 

Abby O’Connor 

Trenton ACS councilor, Abby O’Connor, traveled to Chicago for the Fall 2022 Hybrid ACS 

National Meeting & Exposition, held from August 21-25. The Councilor attended the virtual council 

meeting on August 24, in person Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) board meeting on August 23 

and the virtual District III caucus on August 21. In addition, there was a town hall for the candidates for 

the Director-at-Large. Overall, more than 11,000 people (virtual and in-person) attended the meeting. 

One new expanded area for the meeting is the inclusion of many Saturday workshop sessions including 

on deep learning, how to use TikTok, and many others. 

The theme of the meeting was on Sustainability. The councilor was able to meet other 

councilors and reconnect with old students at the meeting. Attendees enjoyed technical sessions, social 

events, and governance activities.  

At the meeting of the MARM board we reviewed the future MARM meetings including the final 

recap for the recent MARM sponsored by our local section. The MARM board was impressed with the 

MARM held by our local section at TCNJ in June 2022. There were 7 teams for the Chemagination 

competition.  Our section could serve as a role model for regional models moving forward. We discussed 

getting industry involved in the MARM.  In addition, we discussed the diversity of topics and fundraising 

efforts of the Trenton local section. The MARM by-laws were discussed and reviewed. The main review 

piece was on the language for the awards chair for MARM meetings. There was generally consensus 

from the MARM board members that the MARM board meeting will occur in future times virtually 

outside of the ACS national meeting. There will be a nanoMARM in 2023 hosted by the New York 

section. The MARM board received a bid package from the central Pennsylvania section to host the 2024 

MARM at Penn State that was approved. The local section is interested in meeting to discuss logistic for 

planning a MARM. The board has tentative plans for North Jersey to host MARM 2025 and MARM 2026 

will be hosted by Lehigh Valley and Susquehanna. 

In the District III Caucus meeting, we learned that inclusivity language is being added to the ACS 

style guide. The ACS Center for Lab Safety is an online portal that can be used for training, guidance, and 

education. In addition, it was discussed that there are increased number of community associates, these 

members can participate in local section events but are not eligible to vote. There 

Abby attended Council Meeting on Wednesday, August 24th. The meeting was conducted in a 

hybrid format. Many councilors attended the meeting. In general, it was reported that the hybrid council 

meeting was a success! The next 2 ACS meetings in 2023 will offer a hybrid council meeting. At this 

meeting, Councilors voted to select five candidates for the Council Policy Committee (CPC). The Council 

selected Raychelle Burks, Anne Gaffney, Will Lynch and Frankie Wood-Black for three-year terms and 

Lydia Hines was selected to serve a one-year term. The council also elected William Carroll Jr.; Ella Davis, 

Carmen Guathier, Thomas Lane, and Jason Ritchie for three-year terms of the Committee on 

Committees (ConC). The Council also voted to elect Michelle Buchanan, Alan Cooper, Kelly Elkins, Ellene 

Tratras Contis, and Kathyrn Uhrich for three-years terms on the Committee on Nominations and 



Elections (N&E).  The Council was reminded of the upcoming National election for Director-at-Large and 

the ACS president. Ballots will be sent to Councilors for voting by 10/1. One can opt in for a paper ballot 

otherwise the ballot is electronic. One special discussion occurred at the council meeting, which was 

lead by President Wilson. The focus was on “ACS for the Future”.  

The Council approved the petition from N&E to amend the Elections Function which clarifies 

existing requirements. Additionally, Council approved the petition to amend the duties of DAC; this now 

provides authority for DAC to step in and help out Divisions which have inactive executive committees. 

Council approved LSAC’s petition for a name change from Northeast Tennessee Section to Tennessee-

Virginia Highlands Local Section. Council approved the petition from MAC to amend the application and 

dues process for corporation associates. This will now allow for corporation associates to set fees based 

on sales revenue. The ACS is searching for a CEO. They are interested in identifying people who may be 

good candidates for the role. If you know someone contact ACS before the end of January 2023. These 

and other Council activities are captured below in the Councilor Talking Points: 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

American Chemical Society 

 
 

American Chemical Society 
ACS Fall 2022 Hybrid Meeting 

Chicago, Illinois 
August 21-25, 2022 

 

Councilor Talking Points: 
Summary of Governance Issues and Actions 

The following summary is provided to help Councilors report to their Local Sections and Divisions on 

key actions of the ACS Council meeting, held in a hybrid manner on August 24, and the Board of 

Directors meetings held August 19 and 20, 2022. 

Actions of the Council 

Election Results:  Elected Committees of Council (*elected) 
 
• By electronic ballot, the Council elected Raychelle Burks, Anne M. Gaffney, Will E. Lynch, and 

Frankie K. Wood-Black for a three-year term (2023-2025) on the Council Policy Committee (CPC). 
Lydia E.M. Hines was elected to serve through 2023. 

 
*Raychelle Burks  258 
James C. Carver  168 
Deborah Cook   153 
John Engelman II  111 
Gregory M. Ferrence  141
  

*Anne M. Gaffney  220 
*Lydia E.M. Hines  192 
*Will E. Lynch   229 
Barbara Sitzman  153 

*Frankie K. Wood-Black  213 

 

• By electronic ballot, the Council elected William F. Carroll, Jr., Ella L. Davis, Carmen Gauthier, 
Thomas H. Lane, and Jason E. Ritchie for a three-year term (2023-2025) on the Committee on 
Committees (ConC). 

 
Rodney M. Bennett  161 

*William F. Carroll, Jr.  245 
*Ella L. Davis   225 
*Carmen Gauthier  219 
William J. Greenlee    97 

Alan A. Hazari   169 
*Thomas H. Lane  180 
Donivan R. Porterfield  130 
Daniel Rabinovich  172 

*Jason E. Ritchie  245
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Council Special Discussion 

 

President Wilson introduced and led a special discussion on “ACS for the Future.” She sought 
Councilor input on positive initiatives, programs or events that would greatly benefit ACS members 
or ACS at large. 
 
Three specific questions were posed to Councilors for their input and suggestions: 
 

- What can be accomplished to enhance the ACS experience? 
- Why (or how) do you think it would make a difference? 
- Who would be tasked with leading this effort (e.g. a section, committee, division, or 

other)? 
 

Councilors provided their ideas and thoughts, and relevant Society units will receive this input 
within the next several weeks. 
 

Resolutions 
 

The Council passed several resolutions: 
- In memory of deceased Councilors: N. Bhushan Mandava, Carol Mosher, and Paul V. Smith 
- Congratulating Thomas Connelly for his leadership as Chief Executive Officer of the American 

Chemical Society for the past eight years 
- Expressing thanks to the officers and members of the Chicago Local Section as well as to the 

divisional program chairs and symposium organizers responsible for the outstanding technical 
sessions 

- Acknowledging Angela Wilson’s service as ACS President and presiding officer of Council 
 

The fall 2022 meeting was held in a hybrid manner from August 21-25. As of August 24, there were 11,619 
registrations (9,355 in-person and 2,264 virtual). 

 

Actions of the Board of Directors - Executive Session 
 

The ACS Board of Directors met in Executive Session on August 19-20, 2022 at the ACS fall meeting in 
Chicago. They considered several key strategic issues and responded with numerous actions. The Board 
opened its session with a reflection on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Respect (DEIR). 
 
Chief Executive Officer’s (CEO) Report 
The Board received an extensive report from the CEO on issues relating to ACS Core Values, Membership, 
Strategic Initiatives, Financials, and upcoming events and activities. As part of the report, an update on the 
ACS Campaign for a Sustainable Future strategic initiative was provided by the ACS Director on Scientific 
Advancement. 
 
Board’s Committees and Working Groups 
The Board received and discussed reports from its committees on Executive Compensation, Professional 
and Member Relations, Governing Board for Publishing, Budget and Finance, Committee on Corporation 
Associates, Investments, Working Group on Structure/Representation, and Working Group on What 



contat
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION FOR COUNCILORS 
 

The following is a list of URLs and email addresses for supplemental information offered in oral reports at 
the Council meeting. 
 

Officers 
Angela K. Wilson, President  a.wilson@acs.org 
Judy Giordan, President-Elect  j.giordan@acs.org 
H.N. Cheng, Immediate Past President  h.cheng@acs.org 
 

ACS Offices 
Office of the Chief Executive Officer  ceo@acs.org 
Office of Secretary & General Counsel  secretary@acs.org 
ACS Meetings Department  meetings@acs.org 
 

Resources on the Web 
LSAC Speaker Service https://communities.acs.org/t5/ACS-Speaker-

Directory/bg-p/speaker-service-2022 
(requires your ACS login to access this site)  

  
Sustainable Aviation Fuel webinars https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/acs-nexus-of-jet-

fuel-free-3-part-online-meeting-419979 
 
CEO Application https://tinyurl.com/bdhf3avt  
 
ACS Strategic Initiatives www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/strategic-

initiatives.html 
 
Committee on Nominations and Elections nomelect@acs.org 
 www.acs.org/elections 
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