
Councilor Report: ACS National Meeting & Exposition

Abby O’Connor

Trenton ACS councilor, Abby O’Connor, traveled to San Francisco, CA for the Fall 2023 Hybrid ACS

National Meeting & Exposition, held from August 13-17. The Councilor attended and participated in the

hybrid council meeting on August 16, the in person Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) board

meeting on August 15, the District III caucus on August 13, the ChemLuminary awards, and the closed

Committee on Environment and Sustainability (CES) on August 12. The Trenton local section was

nominated for a ChemLuminary award for their collaborative work between the local section and

student chapters at Rider and TCNJ. Councilor O’Connor is an associate member of CES. At the CES

meeting, Councilor O’Connor worked with the educational subcommittee on future initiatives coming

from the committee including a symposium at a future ACS meeting that would future green chemistry

that is leading discovery in chemical industry. We are also working out the final details on a symposium

to showcase work that colleges and universities are doing to teach green chemistry in light of recent

changes to the CPT guidelines which now requires green chemistry for ACS degree certification. In

addition, Councilor O’Connor volunteered to present the 2 CES ChemLuminary awards at the awards

banquet. Although the Trenton local section did not receive a ChemLuminary award it was still a lot of

fun to network with different volunteers from local sections around the country. People were impressed

with our work at the MARM 2022.

The theme of the meeting focused on the “Harnessing the Power of Data”. The keynote lectures focused

on the use of Artificial Intelligence and how it could accelerate/aid chemical discovery. Attendees

enjoyed technical sessions, social events, and governance activities. There were 14,876 registrations

(13,226 in-person & 1650 virtual). There were more than 5000 first time attendees. Some new additions

at the meeting included enhanced food options at socials, wellness rooms, and a highlight reel playing in

the convention center. Moving forward ACS will be proposing major changes to the format of the spring

and fall meetings.

At the meeting of the MARM board we reviewed the future MARM meetings including the final recap for

the recent MARM sponsored by our local section. The nano-MARM held by the NY local section on June

9-10 at the graduate center at CUNY/St. John’s was very successful and it sold out. 16 groups from

around the region participated in the Chemagination competition. The inaugural Bill Suits service award

will be given out at the next MARM. We discussed updates to the file sharing and archives. A new Google

folder has been created to archive files for the MARM board. The 2024 MARM will be at Penn State from

June 5-8. They are looking for volunteers to help out with planning. If you are interested contact Joe

Houck. The MARM board approved a bid for the North Jersey local section to host MARM 2025 at Seton

Hall. The MARM 2026 will likely be hosted by Lehigh Valley and Susquehanna at Hershey. Brian Gibney

was elected to serve as chair-elect to the MARM board.

Councilor O’Connor attended the Council Meeting on Wednesday, August 16th. The meeting was

conducted in a hybrid format. Most councilors were present in person. There will be a new councilor



reimbursement policy effective January 1, 2024. There will be a single payment of $2000/councilor per

meeting, to local sections and divisions that opt into the program. Non-councilor reimbursement

oversight will move to the Committee on Committees. President Giordan had a special discussion for

Councilors to provide input on key issues facing the Society as they pertained to diversity, equity and

inclusion in ACS governance. The idea of term limits for councilors was proposed as a possible solution.

The president also talked about the new virtual speaker service and charged each local section to use the

service to host a local section meeting. Two important retirements will happen soon. Flint Lewis along

with the VP for HR will retire over the next two years.

At the Council meeting, the council voted in favor of changing the composition of the board of directors

to include 1 member from an international chapter. The board of directors were interested in keeping

the composition of the board to 15 members. This change will replace 1 board of director at large

position with an international district director. Given this is a change to the Constitution all ACS will have

to vote to change this. Be on the lookout for this to vote soon. The Council voted 5 members to the

Council Policy Committee, 5 members to Committee on Committees and 6 members to the Committee

on Nominations and Elections.

The Council approved the petition to amend the Council Executive Function. This amendment removes

the oral reporting requirement for non-electected committees. It is recommended that chairs of

committees provide an oral report when necessary. The Council approved a petition to amend the duties

of the Committee on International Activities. The amendment provides the committee the authority to

assist struggling International Chapters when there are issues with finding officers or are having

troubling reporting. The Council approved the creation of the Singapore International Chemical Sciences

Chapter. Updated by-laws were certified for 6 local sections.

Respectfully submitted,

Abby O’Connor

These and other Council activities are captured below in the Councilor Talking Points:












