
Councilor Report: ACS National Meeting & Exposition

Abby O’Connor

Trenton ACS (TrACS) councilor, Abby O’Connor, traveled to Denver, CO to attend the hybrid ACS National

Meeting & Exposition, held from August 18-22. The TrACS Councilor attended and participated in the

hybrid council meeting on August 21, the in person Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting (MARM) board

meeting on August 20, the District III caucus on August 18, the technical sessions, and the day long

Committee on Environment and Sustainability (CES) meeting on August 17. At the CES meeting,

Councilor O’Connor worked with the educational subcommittee to recommend projects for CES to

support via the sustainability mini grant program. Councilor O’Connor created a new scoring rubric and

updated the language in the call for mini grants for the committee to review and discuss. Councilor

O’Connor is serving as a co-chair for the awards and mini grants program. ACS has asked committees to

consider options for reducing the number of in person meetings. CES voted to have 1 in person meeting

starting in 2026. There will be a series of virtual meetings to complete the work typically done by the

committee. In 2025, the committee will host strategic planning to develop a new set of initiatives for the

group's work on sustainability. Other ACS committees may be following a similar footprint moving

forward. The committee continues to collaborate with technical divisions to support efforts at regional

and national meetings. Discussions were had with regards to changes to the national meeting footprint,

where smaller more topical meetings, with virtual components, would happen at the fall meeting and

larger more traditional fully in-person ACS meetings would happen in the spring. This is moving forward

and will be in place in Fall 2025. The number of consecutive sessions starting next fall will shrink and

there will be no technical programming on Sunday. We received the new ACS code of conduct for

volunteers. The new changes now apply to all people at ACS events and should be used when hosting

events sponsored by the local section. The Trenton Local Section was nominated for a ChemLuminary

award for the 2022 MARM hosted by the section. While we did not win the award the councilor

presented a poster and shared the successes of the MARM with many other local sections.

The theme of the meeting was “Elevating Chemistry”. The keynote lectures featured Jennifer Heemstra,

Temple Grandin, Athina Anastasaki, and Zhenan Bao. New interdisciplinary sessions rolled out at this

meeting co-sponsored by several divisions. Talks were held in hybrid format. Attendees enjoyed technical

sessions, social events, and governance activities and socials. There were 11,569 registrations (10,245

in-person & 1,324 virtual). The ACS continued to have additional amenities at the meeting to support

their members and this included larger networking socials, wellness rooms, childcare, vibrant expo,

cornhole and other games at the convention center, child care resources, and much more.

At the meeting of the MARM board we reviewed the future MARM meetings including the final recap for

MARMs to be hosted in the region over the next 5-10 years. We learned that ACS will once again support

in person training for regional teams hosting regional meetings. The 2025 MARM will be held at Seton

Hall. The planning team is looking for people to hold symposia, if interested contact the program chair is

Steve Silverman from Merck. The plenary speakers will be Morten Meldal, Phaedria Marie St. Hilaire,

and Rebecca Ruck. The MARM 2026 will be hosted by Lehigh Valley and Susquehanna at Hershey; the bid



package was shared with the board by John Freeman. Nominations for chair-elect for the MARM board

are being solicited by the past chair. MARM 2027 will be hosted by the Princeton section with support

from the south Jersey local section. MARM 2028 will now be a full meeting hosted by the society of

Washington DC. Tim Hanks, a member of meetings and exposition, shared that they will expand the

number of ChemLuminary awards given for the regional meeting. They are looking to give out two

outstanding regional meeting awards based on attendance small/medium and large/extra large, along

with a third award to recognize the most innovative and creative event at a regional meeting. MARM

2029 likely to be hosted by the Philadelphia section and will be at Rutgers Camden.

Councilor O’Connor attended the Council Meeting on Wednesday, August 21st. The meeting was

conducted in a hybrid format. Election for candidates for elected committees (Council Policy Committee,

Committee on Committees, and Committee on Nominations and Elections) occurred. The largest action

taken up by the council was voting to approve the Petition for Global Representation on Council. The

council voted in favor of this action which now allows for the creation of Global Electoral Zones for the

election of councilors outside of the local sections. The ratio of councilors will be maintained at 80:20;

however the 80 now represents councilors elected by local sections + councilors elected by zones and

the 20 is still for division councilors. There is a cap of ~40 councilors elected by zones. The number of

division councilors will be adjusted to maintain the 80:20 ratio; the number of local section councilors

will not change unless the number of members in a local section changes which will cause the number of

councilors to be adjusted based on the bylaws. The council voted in favor to amend the name of the

Committee on Technician Affairs (CTA) to Committee on Chemical Technical Professionals (CTP). The

Council approved continuance on a number of committees including on ethics, Nomenclature,

Terminology and Symbols, and Project SEED. Upon board approval, the committees on chemical safety,

public affairs, minority affairs, professional training, science, community affairs, senior chemists, women

chemists, and younger chemists will also continue, due to favorable vote of continuance by the council.

Upon recommendation of CEPA, council approved updates to the Academic Professional Guidelines,

which incorporate aspects of AI, and the chemical professional’s code of conduct. New international

chemical sciences chapters were approved in East and Northeast India, West India, and Bangladesh. The

bylaws for 11 units, including 5 local sections, 3 divisions, and 3 international chapters were certified.

The YCC celebrated 50 years and are encouraging younger chemists to join the society. New members

will receive 50% off their first year dues using the code YCC24. The national ACS meeting will move to Los

Angeles in 2029 (Fall).

Respectfully submitted,

Abby O’Connor

These and other Council activities are captured below in the Councilor Talking Points:














